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QUERIES AND MINOR NOTES 


The *ntmtn fier* published have been prepared by competent authorities. They do not, however^ 
represent the opinions of any o^dot bodies unless spetifieoUy stated m the reply. Anonymous tttmmmi 
cations end queries ctt postal cards ui'N not be noticed. Every letter must contain the t writer's name and 
address, but these adit be omitted on request 


TOXIC PRODUCTS USED 114 CLEANING CLOTHES 

To thf tetter ;*—A imb* ogd! It ntt (t*wv fcffgtn w i n td Ut >l» m pBrifii 
worts it a dslhi dHniig pton. He Is cwnlaafty wag ffca fd- 
ltwiig : (1} * <*<*** *Af Mricot* Utp mW 

frjr A, SfJMf, lac,, 5(1 Will M«if« Street* Chkogc; (1) mpl tatllt 
front MalUaeferodf Chamital Watts, P*Mad«!ptiea: (3) Bucher* (prat, ail 
and ptvw* IKWI ) bgn tfa* Uurii IToartg Crwip***, ttarhvn, Ohm r tod 
{41 IMdort Mtapni hem Wmhinjha PU Hll— Mfdtl *»f-, *f 
Ffitndthij) H*+gtm. Md. CwU o*y ^ fkese ptedaett km a ted ift«t td 

" ***** fcSl *»oh? Lthptd S- M_0_, W«fcHigt«* r Bl C 

Answer.—T he spotting tattle of any sizable dry cleaning 
establishment 15 arrayed with small quantifies of assorted clean¬ 
ing agents. About half are demonstrably toxk, including the 
treacherous hydrofluoric acid, benzene and carbon tetrachloride. 
It is improper to condemn these substances from their mere 
presence since their appropriate use ordinarily involves small 
quantities* used irregularly. Garment spotting is an art with 
special requirements for different stains from asphalt, iodine, 
lipstkk amt ink to bkx.nl and other agents. Most spotters, 
besides employing the somewhat standard chemicals, cherish a 
few secret concoctions to enhance their standing. Spotting 
agent manufacturers sometimes rely on the low limit of exposure 
to justify the use of some of industry's notable intoxicants. In 
the aggregate the irade names mentioned embrace nr may 
embrace carbon tetrachloride, chloroform, trkhtoroethylene. 
Eeirachtoroetfiyleiw, acetone, benzene, naphtha, carbon disulfide, 
amyl acetate, possibly methyl alcohol, cyclohexanol or ether. 
Of all, Stoddard's solvent may cause ihe feast concern since 
it is high flash naphtha, little evaporable but sometimes pro¬ 
vokes dermatitis. It is medically in judicious to accuse any 
one trade-named product or chemical entity of being productive 
of the disease stale mentioned, but more careful examination 
should be directed to the possibility of injury from carbon 
tetrachloride or benzene. None is well known for inducing 
nephritis and hypertension as sole manifestations; if these 
diseases are due to them, the additive effects from several 
agents may be important- Although this precaution is seldom 
taken, spotting work should lie isolated in well ventilated booths. 
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CHRONIC ULCERS ON LEG 

To rb tsitcr :—A vhhr ogc4 (4, *f ffOre Build, *M had v largo gaWfc 
of vktmiHK h the rifti kg, flfeOre Hw oufela, mi tl* IM md Mrivd 
it ukk, for imnl fnn. Sh bn ihniHhid wtferitil bat gat* 
afcwt mt I 4«s **f donwstic work- Tiwintml bittwrla gim bat been 
kf inn, «$ ffe* bv fried on tbe Horbj doctor* TH» blood guwi n 
nrariri fw bat otft- Tfc* gride it regor frt* oHmaja ff** r fled tbt 
rmtiw at tfca bleed to the mwHV Ntt it HVItk, Tbe glwefiH 

bet a* fHgdiii* tnrcll 0*4 *«pi fOnHOuOullyj WK Of MS OppfW «Ut 
T* pfoduci fhiggling epitfrriW, feat «*if ^ Hut patch b trabiy 
Miperficielhr gangnmai. I b«i nri tfca lispian of apptkaliOBi, 
giigiiib* gjgtmMt, jb*c nib e*d botoolc wdiwa ebt«fi40 »*Wlka e*n- 
tiouwilv. eech «t wgoratt lien. But the leg Nmia ga A e o M - 5b* 
h ctwogran and does no! cwiploirs. 1 vmid be gngtrtvl for yow «hf». 

C. A. Allen. M.D., Dwdft. Artel, Seattnod. 

As5wea*“So-callcd circulatory ulctrs, particularly those 
asiudated with varicoritiesw ulcers that are due to syphilis 
(even with a negative Wasscrmarrn reactiao), ecthyma, erythema 
induratum and phagedenk ttkers must be considered in the 
diagnosis of this case. Unfortunately the brief data givers are 
not sufficient in aid in establishing a diagnosis, 

Etaeteriologte studies would determine the causative organisms 
if the case was one of phagedenic ulcer or of ecthyma, and a 
blood sugar determination woufd determine whether or not the 
ulcers are diabetic. It is sometimes necessary to complement 
such laboratory determinations with a histologic examination, 
for most granulomas may become ulcerated w hen they occur on 
the legs. Until in accurate diagnosis is established, it would be 
well to employ soothing antiseptic dressings, an antibiotic 
preparation, such as penicillin to control any secondary infec¬ 
tion. enforced rest and/or support to the tegs with elastic 
bandages. 


FENESTRATION OPERATION FOR OTOSCLEROSIS 

Fa Ik fSHtw: —A Mnkff of ny family ofllmpMn a fciMitnil'Mff ct«o- 
liaa lor alvidtntii. Ska a 51 yarn of op end he bfffldiflt ailHrrva 
Whit it tb* CMtanvr regarding tfcli procedure vilh rn^Hl fa mortality 
iHtbiditj and parftmtartT the main to be apcOrd, loch as rfce 
mlaroltOH «f btwifcg. Th* hearing in Hi» patient ii nrig parliaHv 
impuu ad, but il n the opinion of Ifr* elofegwt that without fenesTrate* 
farther deafeeu will hum. It* W. tmr, «jp. r Maw VoA 

Answer,—T he published results of the fenestration opera- 
tkai show considerable variance, depending on the particular 
technic used, on the skill arttl experience of the surgeon and 
on the criteria used for estimating the success of the operation 
In the lltt d f of an otologist experienced in this highly special¬ 
ized procedure the patient who is ideally suited tor the operation 
may expect a permanent hearing improvement sufficient to 
enable him to get along w ithout a hearing aid in 7Q to 80 per 
cent of cases. Closure of the fenestra, requiring reoperation, at 
one time occurred in 40 to SO per cent of operations. Now it 
occurs cooriderably less frequently with the refinements in 
technics of the past few years, so that at present with certain 
technics fewer than 5 per cent of patients require reoperati™. 

The risks of the fenestration operation have proved to be 
small, the chief dangers being further loss of hearing in the 
treated ear, persistent dizziness and facial nerve paralysis. 
These untoward results have been comparatively rare m the 
published reports of large series of surgically treated patients. 
The successful fenestration operation never restores the hearing 
completely to normal, but ft should bring the hearing to within 
JO decibels of normal in 70 to SO per cent of cases judged to 
be ideally suited for this procedure, 

HAHCT1CS 

T» fkf tditWr —fgiiMft ore beginning la ragout wtdical opinio* on 
tiaaiwaaL" «d I ta ft i I mi at t* *fc#| tbay ikill W 
ww. Wfrat k Ifrt ettitvfe «t Iradkfl ^biolrim ra*wd fba atatba4 
« t*t*A IhM N tba bark an "dwaatk fbengy" bf L t« Hatewd? 

M.D., Mlttoeitftg, 

This inquiry was referred to two authorities* whose replies 
follow,—En, 

Answer,—D iane tic treatment cannot be considered a “form 
of psychiatry/' ft does not take cognizance of tire observa¬ 
tions and views of psychiatrists. Articles on dianetics have not 
appeared in national psychiatric journals, but a long artkle 
appeared recently in a science-fiction magazine. The author. L. 
Ron Hubbard, is best known as a science-fiction writer. The 
author of t3ie recently published ‘"Handbook On Dianetics" 
makes fantastic claims as to the efficacy of his therapy* com¬ 
pletely brushes aside current medical psychiatric understand¬ 
ing of mental disturbances and of psychotherapy. Because it 
promises so much to the reader* the book and the views of the 
author will probably attract attention. The book will be con¬ 
juring to rcadm and cannot be recotmnended by responsible 
phyric Ians* 

AstswEt.—The 400 page ‘"Dianetics: The Modem Science of 
Mental Health/' by L, Rom Hubbard. U the only material avail* 
able on this Subject known to the writer. Although a preface 
is written by a physician, the subject is not presented a> being 
related to medicine. Psychiatry would certainly not claim it- 
The author U a layman and describes in his system of 'Treat¬ 
ment" a method whereby one layman can help another over¬ 
come a psychologic illness Apparently tht author thinks in 
terms of mathematics and of man as a machine. His theory is 
that psychologic difficulties are caused by "blocked ertgrams/' 
memory' images which are confused or distorted in the body 
cells of the subject. Once these are ^recalled” and '"cleared/' 
the subject gets well and remains well. The author makes 
gross errors in his cwereimpii&cation of the personality structure 
and fuhCtkm. His elaborate claims in the ''treatment"' results 
are unsupported. 




